fk  ERIEF  HISTORICAL  REVIEW 
of  the 


ST. -PETERSBURG  LADIES  PATRIOTIC  SOCIETY. 


(1812—1803). 


I lie  war  of  1812,  requiring  from  Russia  a rouse  of 
national  spirit  almost  unexampled  in  history  and  a mass 
of  victims,  deprived  many  thousands  of  families  of 
those  upon  whom  their  existence  had  depended.  Everyone 
hastened  to  alleviate,  as  well  as  he  could,  the  fate  of 
the  unfortunate  widows  and  children. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  a benevolent  Society  of 
I atriotic  Ladies  was  established  at  St.  Petersburg  which 
being  Imperially  sanctioned  by  the  Emperor  Alexander  I on 
the  1 2*’'  ot  November  T812,  was  then  placed  under  the 
immediate  patronage  of  the  Empress  Elisabeth  Alexeievna, 
his  august  wife. 

1 he  objects  pursued  by  this  Society  consisted  in: 

1 ) pecuniary  assistance  to  those  ruined  by  the  war, 

2 ) placing-  the  poor,  weak  and  crippled  in  Govern- 
ment and  private  hospitals, 


o 


3)  soliciting'  the  admission  of  poor  children  into  schools, 
their  support  being-  at  the  expense  of  the  Crown, 

4)  aiding  poor  who  were  personally  unable  to  gain 
their  livelihood, 

5)  providing  ruined  tradesmen  with  means  for  wor- 
king and  finally, 

6)  in  supplying  a home  to  poor  orphans. 

The  first  charitable  act  of  this  Society  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Orphan  school  which,  in  accepting  daugh- 
ters of  senior  and  junior  officers  killed  or  ruined  during 
the  war  of  1 8 1 2 , consisted  at  the  beginning  of  24  girls. 

In  1 8 16  the  Trade-home,  existing  already  before,  was 
Imperially  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Society. 

In  consequence  of  this  and  seeing  that  Russia  had 
somewhat  recovered  from  the  shock  produced  by  the 
war  four  years  before,  it  was  necessary  to  change  the 
direction  of  the  activity  peculiar  to  the  Society  of  Pa- 
triotic ladies. 

Besides  the  maintenance  of  the  above  two  establish- 
ments it  was  intended  to  assist:  aged  poor  of  both  sexes 
having  65  years  and  more,  helpless  crippled  with  large 
families  to  care  for,  entirely  helpless  widows  and  orphans; 
in  general  to  attend  families  reduced  by  war  to  poverty 
with  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  to  a condition  of 
self-support. 

In  this  same  year  the  Society  appointed  one  Patriotic 
lady  with  two  assistants  for  each  city-district  in  order 
that  they  might  always  have  exact  data  as  to  the  needs 
of  the  poor  citizens  and  that  timely  measures  might  be 
taken  for  their  assistance.  The  chief  views  of  said  So- 


3 


ciety  consisted,  of  course,  in  the  care  of  poor  girls 
needing-  shelter,  support  and  manual-training,  for  which 
latter  object,  teachers  chosen  from  among  poor  women 
were  required. 

Among  such  children,  who  in  attending  different  ge- 
neral educational  schools  studied  also  sewing  and  knit- 
ting, there  were  also  girls  entirely  houseless  and  forlorn; 
these  were  chiefly  enrolled  into  Private  Patriotic  schools 
established  for  the  purpose. 

In  Ig- 1 the  Society  had,  besides  the  Orphan  school 
known  since  1822  as  the  Patriotic  Institute,  already  six 
more  educational  institutions  in  the  Viborg,  Vassilievsky, 
Litainaia  and  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Admiralty  districts  of  this 
city. 

In  Ig25  these  schools  consisted  of  Io5  girls.  In  18-9 
the  Patriotic  Institute  and  the  Trade-home  entered  into 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Establishments  of  Empress  Marie, 
thus  leaving  the  Society  only  its  Private  schools  the  de- 
velopment ot  which  was  since  then  specially  attended  to. 

In  1832  their  number,  by  the  establishment  of  four 
more  schools  in  the  Petersburg,  Rojdestvenskaia,  Narva 
and  Moscow  districts  of  this  city,  was  increased  to  ten. 
By  this  time  the  Statutes  of  the  Society  and  its  objects 
required  changes.  • 

1 he  new  Regulation  ot  the  Society  was  Imperially 
sanctioned  on  the  14th  of  May  IS33,  its  objects  being  then 
concentrated  in  providing  poor  girls  of  all  classes  with  a 
manual-training,  in  order  that  they  might  afterwards  be 
able  to  support  themselves  and  their  families,  and  with 
a general  education  according  to  their  conditions. 
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The  I Ith  school,  opened  in  the  same  year  in  the  Ka- 
retnaia  district  of  this  city,  was,  in  commemoration  of 
the  birthday  of  IT.  I.  H.  Grand  Duke  Michael  Nicolae- 
vitch,  called  Michael  school. 

A year  after  the  establishment  of  the  12th  school, 
opened  in  the  Ochta  district  in  1 83 5,  a Store-house  was 
founded;  it  received  orders  and  sold  different  things  ma- 
nufactured as  well  by  the  scholars  of  the  Society’s  schools 
as  by  poor  women  in  general  who  could  find  no  market 
for  their  productions  elsewhere. 

In  1840  the  two  sections  of  the  Viborg  and  Vassi- 
lievsky  schools  were  opened;  the  Society’s  educational 
establishments  then  consisted  of  450  girls  of  which  3oo 
were  day-scholars. 

Soon  afterwards  the  Store-house  was  closed,  the  Ma- 
nual-training home  of  Empress  Marie  Alexandrovna  being 
opened  in  its  stead  in  1880;  then  came  II.  I.  H.  Prince 
Peter  Georgievitch  Oldenburg’s  school  established  in  I882- 

At  present  the  Society  manages  the  following  1 6 
establishments; 

a)  Boarding-schools. 

1)  School  established  in  memory  of  II.  I.  PI.  Grand 
Duke  Tsesarevitch  Nicolas  Alexandrovitch  (formerly  Viborg 
school). 

2)  Ist  Vassilievsky  (formerly  Vassilievsky)  school. 


3)  Litainaia » 

4)  Petersburg » 

5)  Rojdestvenskaia » 

6)  Golitzin  (formerly  Ochta)  ....  » 


7 )  Trade  » Section  of  the  Viborg  » 
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b)  Day-schools: 

8)  Countess  C.  P.  Kleinmihel’s  (Formerly  II  Admiralty) 
school. 

9)  Suharef  (formerly  III  Admiralty)  school. 


10)  Elisabeth  » IV  » » 

1 1 ) Narva » 

12)  Moscow » 

1 3)  Michael  » 


14)  II  nd  Vassilievsky  (Section  of  the  Vassilievsky)  school. 

1 5)  H.  Id.  Prince  Peter  G.  Oldenburg’s  ...» 

16)  Girls’  Manual-training-  home  of  Empress  Marie  Ale- 
xandrovna. 

The  1 5 schools  are  now  educating  2062  girls  of  which 
1889  are  day-scholars  while  the  Manual-training  home  is 
assisting  40  persons  of  which  24  are  inmates. 

We  see,  therefore,  that  the  number  of  orphans  assis- 
ted since  I S I - • or  during  the  eighty  years  of  the  So- 
ciety’s existence,  has  increased  a 1 00  times. 

Among  the  above  schools,  consisting  of  three  and 
two  classes,  (the.  former  with  a 6 years  and  the  latter 
with  a 4 years  course  of  studies),  there  are  some  to 
which  trade-sections  and  trade-classes  (both  with  a 3 years 
course  of  studies)  are  annexed. 

a)  Three-class  schools  with  trade- 
section: 

1 ) Nicolas  school. 

2)  Ist  Vassilievsky  school. 

3)  Petersburg  » 
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b)  Three-class  schools  without  trade- 

section: 

4)  Rojdestvensky  school. 

5)  Litainaia  » 

6)  Golitzin  » 

c)  Two-class  schools  with  trade-class: 

7)  IInd  Vassilievsky  school. 


8)  Moscow  » 

9)  Narva  » 

10)  Kleinmihel  » 

11)  Oldenburg  » 


d)  Two-class  schools  wit  h out  t r a d e - c 1 a s s: 

12)  Michael  school. 

1 3)  Suharef  » 

14)  Elisabeth  » 

I'he  Trade-school  (with  a 4 years  course  of  studies) 
ressembles  neither  of  the  above  schools  as  it  is  purposely 
established  for  handicraft-teaching  to  girls  not  younger 
than  14  years  11110  have  shown  little  inclination  to 
general  education.  Besides  that,  the  Ist  Vassilievsky  and 
the  Michael  schools  are  supplied  with  Kindergartens  their 
scholars  following  the  Froebel  system. 

The  schools  teach  their  pupils:  Religion,  the  Russian 
language,  Arithmetic,  History,  Zoology  (in  the  limits  re- 
quired by  the  program  for  village  teachers),  caligraphy, 
drawing,  singing,  gymnastics,  sewing  and  dress  and  linen 
cutting,  embroidery;  linen  washing  and  ironing  in  the  Ni- 
colas school;  artificial  flower  and  lace-making  in  the  trade- 


school;  engraving  on  leather  in  that  of  Countess  Klein- 
mihel  and  painting  on  crockery  in  Prince  Oldenburg’s 
school. 

Those  successfully  graduating  from  the  Patriotic  schools 
receive  the  diploma  of  Assistant-mistress  issued  them  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  at  St.  Petersburg. 

The  incomes  of  the  Society  were  at  the  beginning 
exclusively  formed  of  private  donations  received  from  all 
parts  of  Russia.  These  contributions  were  so  large  that 
from  1812  to  1816  the  incomes  of  the  Society  had  al- 
ready reached  the  sum  of  iSo.OOO  roubles. 

In  1848  its  resources  consisted  of: 

a)  a subsidy  of  3ooo  rbs.  from  the  Treasury, 

b)  sums  yearly  granted  it  by  the  Imperial  Family, 

c)  assessments  of  members, 

d)  donations, 

e)  monies  derived  from  the  labour  of  scholars, 

f)  percentages  from  sums  saved  from  former  years, 

g)  incomes  from  concerts  and  other  enterprises  estab- 
lished for  benevolent  purposes. 

Now  the  Society  possesses  a capital  of  5 70,000  roubles 
with  an  approximate  yearly  income  and  expenditure  of 
170,000  rbs.;  besides  that  it  has  also  real  estate  consisting 
of  land  and  houses  estimated  at  252,014  roubles. 

The  Patriotic  Society  is  directed  by  a Council  con- 
sisting of  a President,  a Vice-President  and  of  Trustees 
of  separate  schools.  The  chancellery  of  the  Council  is  at 
St.  Petersburg  on  the  Kazan  st.,  As  7. 

The  objects  of  the  Society  lie  in  the  care  of  poor 


8 


girls,  from  the  age  of  5 years,  for  which  purpose  it 
has  established: 

1)  Primary  schools, 

2)  Special  manual-training  schools  for  handicraft  tea- 
ching to  girls  and  for  training  scholars,  according  to 
their  capacities,  in  duties  of  teachers  for  the  Society’s 
schools,  nurses,  sellers  and  in  other  useful  occupations, 

3)  Work-shops  for  seamstresses  and  manual-training 
homes  supplying  work  to  former  scholars  of  the  Society’s 
schools. 

According  to  the  statutes  of  the  Society,  Imperially 
sanctioned  on  the  27th  of  March  1882,  it  consists  of 
charitable  persons  bearing  the  title  of  Effective  members, 
Honorary  members  and  of  Honorary  foremen  (§  4).  Persons 
of  both  sexes  can  be  honorary  members  if  only  they 
contribute  not  less  than  5 00  roubles  for  the  needs  of  the 
Society  or  have  been  found  worthy  of  the  title  by  the 
Council,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  in  considera- 
tion of  services  rendered  to  the  Society  (§  6).  The  title 
of  honorary  foreman  is  restricted  to  men  presenting  the 
Society  not  less  than  200  rbls.  (§  7).  Honorary  members 
are  confirmed  in  their  titles  by  Her  Majesty  the  Empress, 
whereas  the  title  of  honorary  foreman  is  given  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council;  honorary  members  and  honorary 
foremen,  in  consideration  of  great  services  rendered  or 
considerable  donations  offered  for  the  promotion  of  the 
schools  of  the  Society,  can  be  honoured  with  Imperial 
rewards  (§  75). 

Finally,  we  must  observe  that  the  Sl  Petersburg  Society 
of  Patriotic  Ladies  was,  from  the  first  days  of  its  estab- 
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lishment,  successively  patronized  by  the  Emperors  Alexan 
der  I,  Nicolas  1.  Alexander  II,  by  the  Empresses  Elisabet  h 
Alexeievna,  Alexandra  Feodorovna,  Marie  Alexandrovna 
and  by  many  other  Members  of  the  Imperial  Family. 

At  present  the  Society,  being'  under  the  patronage 
of  Their  Imperial  Majesties  the  Emperor  Alexander  III  and 
the  Empress  Marie  Feodorovna,  has  the  honour  to  have 
Their -Gracious  Highnesses:  the  Grand  Duchess  Catherine 
Mihailovna  as  President  of  its  Council,  the  Grand  Duchesses 
Marie  Pavlovna,  Elisabeth  Feodorovna,  Alexandra  losefovna 
and  the  Princess  Eugenie  Maximilianovna  Oldenburg  as  Effec 
tive  Members  and  Guardians  of  its  schools,  the  Grand  Du- 
chess Elisabeth  Mavrikievna  as  Effective  Member  and  As 
sistant-Guardian  of  the  schools  while  the  Grand  Duchess  Ale 
xandra  Petrovna  and  the  Princesses  Marie  Maximilianovna 
of  Baden  and  Helena  Georgievna  of  Saxon-Altenburo-  are 
for  services  rendered  to  the  Society,  its  Honorary- 
Members  . 


Ile'iaTaiio  no  pacnopnateniio  Cn6.  jfteucKaro  ItaTpioTii'iecuaro  OGmeciua. 
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